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Introduction 
The Minnesota Historical Society holds approximately 500 swords, edged weapons and 

accessories ranging in time from 800 C.E. (A.D.) through the 20th century.  The collection is 

strong in Civil War, Spanish-American War, and World War I swords and bayonets. Ceremonial 

swords represent various fraternal orders.  The collection also includes scabbards, leather 

covers, leather belts, and wooden boxes.  The earliest object is a Viking sword. 

  

When the Society moved into the Minnesota History Center in 1992, these objects were placed 

in drawers in three Delta Design cabinets in the Collections storage area.  The weapons were 

sorted by general type, along with associated scabbards, belts, and scabbard covers.  While 

most of the bayonets and daggers could be placed flat in the drawers and stored safely, many 

of the sabers and other weapons with rounded hand-guards would move when the drawers 

were opened and closed which could cause damage to them (See Figures 1 and 2). Many of 

the leather components were in poor and unstable condition and were not properly supported 

(See Figures 9 and 10). 

   
Figure 1. Typical saber drawer before the survey   Figure 2. Detail of sabers and scabbards as found in 
and re-housing project.     drawers. 
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Access for study and exhibits or loans was greatly improved and the curator was pleased with 

the results of the project. 
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